
Dr. Spina’s State of the Schools Presentation  
On 10/11/18, Dr. Spina gave the first WESPTSA Parent Info Night for the 
2018-2019 academic year - the state of the schools! Thank you to Dr. Spina 
as well as our parents/community members in attendance who were so 
understanding for the last minute change in location. Below we will 
summarize some highlights from Dr. Spina’s presentation:  
• WCS is in the 2nd year of its implementation of the Michigan Science 
Standards; WCS converted early to be ready for the science testing in grades 
5, 8, and 11 coming next year 
• WCS hired 23 staff makers this past year; teachers and staff are choosing 
to work at WCS because of the community even though WCS pays poorer 
than surrounding/competing districts 
• It is projected that WCS will be at a 5.2% fund balance by the end of the 
year; this will meet there goal of 5%  
• WCS has new initiatives including a comprehensive mental health 
program for secondary schools (e.g., Big Nice); new staffing - including a 
new social worker in the elementary schools, so both Discovery and Explorer 
have their own; and an increase in physical security  
• WCS experienced growth this past year - Discovery is now at 440 
students; two years ago Discovery was at 380. Dr. Spina indicated more 
students are entering elementary school than graduating  
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Upcoming 
WESPTSA & 

School Events:  

11/6: Conferences  

11/6: No school  

11/7: Picture retake 

11/8: PTSA meeting 
(Discovery library 
7-8:30pm) 

11/9: Flu shot clinic 

11/21: No school  

12/13: PTSA 
meeting (Discovery 
library 7-8:30pm) 
 
12/17-12/20: PTSA 
Holiday Shoppe 
 
12/21: Last day of 
school; break starts 
12/24 
 
1/7/19: School 
resumes (winter 
break is over) 
 
1/10: PTSA meeting 
(Discovery library 
7-8:30pm) 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
https://

www.facebook.com/
WESPTSA/

1
VIEW OUR WEBSITE 

http://
wesptsa.weebly.com/

2
COME TO OUR 

MEETINGS 
Generally 2nd Thursday 

each month at 7pm
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November Volunteer Shout-Out  
Thanks to Camilla Fritts for leading the WESPTSA again through another amazing Fun Run; over 
$40,000 raised for the PTSA! We will also give a shout-out to Denise Donahue for working the 
WESPTSA Teacher Carts during conferences to keep teachers hydrated! 

 

Remind 
The WESPTSA is trying out 
a new method of 
communication with our 
members/families - Remind. 
Remind is an app, which 
allows you to get 
notifications via the app or 
texting. The PTSA will not 
have access to your phone 
number, nor you theirs - it is 
a way to communicate in a 
manner more and more 
people do nowadays - 
notifications and texting. 
The PTSA is asking those 
interested in receiving such 
notifications to sign up (see 
directions below). The PTSA 
will be using Remind as a 
way to send reminders 
about events and activities 
(e.g., meetings, Family 
Reading night, etc.).  
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At-Home Activities  
There are multiple ways that we as parents try to support our kids at home with academics that 
extend beyond homework. In reading, we do a lot of what is called indirect reading activities; 
reading to our kids is considered an indirect reading activity. Reading to our kids is called an 
indirect activity as we are not explicitly teaching our students decoding or comprehension skills 
when we are reading to them; yet, there is good research to support the benefits of reading to 
our kids. Reading to our kids - kids of all ages - is a widely supported practice by educators, 
researchers, and even pediatricians. There are also indirect and indirect mathematics activities 
that we can do as parents to support our kids at home. We can engage in a lot of indirect 
activities that can make mathematics fun for students and beyond worksheets and apps that 
focus on memorization and recall of mathematics facts. One way to combine literacy and 
mathematics is reading math books. There are great everyday books that get at mathematics 
(e.g., When the Doorbell Rang, How Big is a Foot?); there are also series devoted to 
integrating mathematics and literacy. A great series for this is MathStart (see http://
www.mathstart.net/) that has different levels of books and supports kids generally from PreK 
through 4th grade. The website also includes activities you can do to extend the books; the 
books are also interesting to just read. Other ideas to engage in indirect mathematics activities 
at home includes games and cooking/baking. Great mathematical games - for a range of ages - 
include Uno, War, Skipbo, Sorry, Life, and Monopoly Empire. There are many ways to 
strengthen the mathematics into these games, such as making sure kids are the ones adding 
the dice to know how many spaces to move or to be the banker. There are also ways to change 
some changes to emphasize the mathematics, while still having fun. For example, you can do 
multiple variations to the card game War: addition war (each player turns over 2 cards and the 
winner is the one with the highest sum); subtraction war (each player turns over 2 cards and 
the winner is the one with the smallest difference); multiplication war (each player turns over 2 
cards the winner is the one with the largest product). You can also play upon your child’s 
interest to embed mathematics. For example, if your child is into sports during football season 
you can have him/her predict the scores of some different games and then engage in a 
conversation about how each team could get that score (e.g., a prediction of 49 to 27 could 
prompt a conversation of how many touchdowns with extra points with a team need to score 
49? How many touchdowns and field goals each would a team need to score to get 27? Is 
there another way a team could get to each final score?). Baking or cooking naturally lends 
itself to mathematics - whether reinforcing fractions (e.g., 1/3 of a cup) or focusing on what it 
means to double a recipe or cut a recipe in half. Mathematics is all around us and is fun! There 
are many ways we as parents can support our children’s mathematical development and show 
them that math is both fun and very useful! 

http://www.mathstart.net/
http://www.mathstart.net/
http://www.mathstart.net/
http://www.mathstart.net/


WESPTSA is a PTA… So What?  
Some schools have PTAs and some schools have PTOs, so what is the difference? According to PTO 
Today - the publication of the National PTA - a PTA involves advocacy in their mission statement 
while a PTO does not. A PTA is able to participate in legislative activities (e.g., sharing position 
statements), so long as the local PTA position is in agreement by the state and National PTA. As a 
PTA, we can advocate for a school bond issues (or like the sinking funds ballot measure this past 
summer), so long as this advocacy only represents a small portion of what we as the WESPTSA does. 
Note, the WESPTSA did not take any official position on the WCS sinking funds ballot measure this 
summer.  

As noted, the WESPTSA is part of the Michigan PTA and the National PTA. The PTA was founded in 
1897 and has a history of advocacy and influence over federal policies involving children (e.g., 
kindergarten, child labor laws, school lunch programs). Today, the National PTA continues its 
advocacy. Its website position statements related to special education, child safety, and private school 
vouchers, to name a few. Click here to find a way to Take Action with the National PTA.  

Being a member of the WESPTSA also means you are a member of the Michigan PTA and the 
National PTA. Particular companies offer benefits to PTA members (aside from getting to participate 
in PTSA decision-making and supports your child’s schools and their educators); feel free to check 
out our link here to read more about these benefits.  

WESPTSA Bylaws 
Please note, at the November WESPTSA meeting (11/8), the group will be voting on our bylaw 
revisions. The revisions are to align our bylaws with changes made at the Michigan PTA level. Once 
passed, we are happy to make our bylaws available on our website.  

We want to hear from you…  
Please let the PTSA know what information you want in your newsletter? How can we help you as 
parents and teachers? We are happy to provide information/articles requested by our members and 
readers. Thank you! 
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https://www.michiganpta.org/
https://www.pta.org/
https://www.pta.org/home/advocacy/take-action
https://www.pta.org/home/About-National-Parent-Teacher-Association/Benefits-of-PTA-Membership/Save-Money-with-Member-Offers

